w® Westport Voter

December 2008

Visit our website: www.Ilwvwestportct.org

Holiday Lunch Fundraiser

Priday, December 12
11:30 - 1:30

AL the home of Claudia and Michael Saunders
8 Tiffany Lane

Soups, sandwiches and great company!

We have heard that your invitation may not have arrived in the mail. 1f so. plesse accept our apolodies and consider

THIS your formal mvitation.

RSVP to Pat Porie, 226-2419%
And remember... We are collecting non-perishable food to donate to 2 local food pantry

post-election coffee at the lovely home
Alison Fraser Heisler. Connecticut Secret
of the State Susan Bysiewicz, pictured at
and right, addressed a rapt audience a
voter turnout in the state. We also he
from Town Clerk Patty Strauss about h
voting went in Westport.

Thanks to all who made this such a succ
ful and well-attended event.

At bottom right, our co-presidents Pippa B
Ader and Alison Rivard look on, and at b
tom left, a different view of the crowd
listeners.

On November 14 the League held its anpual

of
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top
bout
ard
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ot- |
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informed and active participat

The League of Women Voters is a nonpartisan, community-based political organization that encourages the

ion in government and influences public policy through education and advo-

cacy. It was founded in 1920 as an outgrowth of the 72 year struggle to win voting rights for women.
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Pippa Bell Ader, 221-1555 greetzngs to ﬂl[[; .
Alison Rivard, 254-2079 Residents of Connecticut can be proud of the state's record of )
registering new voters and conducting elections with no significant
Eileen Flug, 227-8474 glitches. That was one message from Secretary of the State Susan Bysiewicz, who

spoke at the League's Post ‘Election Coffee on November 14. We were fortunate to

Jim Graves, 895-3271
e be joined as well by Town Clerk Patty Strauss, who reported on local voting. In

Joyce Orkand, 226-9953 response to audience questions, Ms. Bysiewicz stated that Connecticut needs to con-
sider joining the majority of states that have adopted early voting to an enthusiastic
Jill Greenberg, 454-3723 responseﬁom voters.
Katy Goldschmid, 227-0003 Our thanks for the highly successful Post Election Coffee go to our organiz-
Pat Porio, 226-4194 ers, Lisa Shufro and Hope Hageman, our Members Services VP’s Pat Porio and|
Sheila Creatura, 227-0127 Sheila Creatura, and our hostess Alison Fraser Heisler.
#8 4 8 ) )
Jane Eyes, 88° (*)& As part of our community outreach efforts, the League looKs for roles it can
Claudia Saunders, 292-6325 play in facilitating town dialogue on issues of common concern. ‘The Environmental
_ Summit, co-sponsored by the League and the Westport Conservation Department on
Liz -Ann Koos* &&" &(&+ . ' . .
Nancy Bloom, 259-0071 November 17, did just that. Members of the League's Environment Committee
worked for months to bring together almost 40 local groups with environmental|
Pamela Davis, 226-8909 agendas—yfrom town departments, boards and commissions to local environmental,
Kate Comstock Davis, 227-1525 church and civic groups. Both in small group discussions facilitated by League
Dalma Heyn, 227-1469 s s
Doris Skutch, 227-6114 members, and together in one packed Town Hall room, we talked about ways in
$ 88— 4T+ which those involved in environmental issues can share ideas, coordinate projects
and mutually reinforce each other’s environmental education efforts in the commu-
Member Handbook, Kitty Graves nity. Our thanKks to tireless Alicia Mozian and her town Conservation Department

Webmistress, Marilyn Bakker

staff, to Carrie MaKover in the IT Dept. and to Gordon Joseloff for all their sup-
Membership Administrator , Joyce Netherton

Voter Editor, Lisa Shufro p ort.

In this busy, holiday-filled month, please maKe time to join League members

on Friday, December 124, at 11:30 for the Holiday Lunch Fundraiser. This festive

LWV websites event is a wonderful opportunity to relax and socialize. ‘We hope to see you there.

www.lwvwestportct.org
www.lwvct.org (Connecticut)
www.lwv.org (US)

Pippa and Alison
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On December 6th several members of the LWV WesBoard drove to Hartford to attend the Fall Coafere of the State LWV
“Did My Vote Really Count?” on November 4? The phsts spoke about election integrity and secuaitgl the National Popular
Vote movement. While the panelists agreed thatethregre no significant voting irregularities hereGonnecticut in the recent
election, there is still room for improvement iretthain of custody and ballot security.

Carol Mellor, a member of the LWVUS National PopWate Study Task Force, gave an overview of théddal Popular Vote
Compact and its pros and cons. Luther Weeks, theutive director of CTVotersCount, argued thatlthtre are federal
guidelines for election integrity and security apgluniformly in all states, he would not recommeimak Connecticut agree to the
National Popular Vote Compact.

State Senator Gayle Slossberg, co-chair of the Bavent Administration and Elections Committee, spakout the election
process and practices from a Legislator’s pointiefv and about the arduous process of changinggdgigislation. During the
Q&A she identified several issues that warrantltbague’s attention,: Connecticut’s process fdinfila Senate vacancy,
election day registration, and early voting.
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fi MEETINGS, MEETINGS, MEETINGS!!!

$ #$ $ $ 7/ 3 /$

Members interested in current voting issues arewaged to attend the first meeting on Early Votamgl The
National Popular Vote Compact. The group will betipgpating in the LWVUS National Popular Vo
Compact study and researching early voting in Cotitigt. LWVUS has provided a background papedin

The National Popular Vote Compactvai/w.lwv.org.

The group will meet oMuesday, January 20 at 10:30 AM at the home of Liz-Ann Koos, 114 Greens
Farms Road. Contact Jane Eyes or Claudia Saurfdersore information or to be put on the e-mast lio learr]
about future meetings.

$ 0L Oo# $ b
. #$ : 3 . / Saturday, January 10 at 10 AM
At their last meeting, Immigration Stugy Fairfield Museum and History Center
Group members decided that individual 370 Beach Road. Eairfield

group members will follow selected immi- _
gration reform issues in preparation for|antWV Westport members are welcome to attend LWV fidd’s

educational presentation to League mem gerbGQiSlatOI'S, Coffee. This will give members who @ah District
or the public. If you are interested in joiningtroup| |133 an opportunity to hear Kim Fawcett and John Maky speal
contact Jane Eyes or Claudia Saunders for mooe-inf| and respond to questions.
mation. The next meeting will be druesday, Janu- '
ary 6 at 10:30 AM Jane Eyes’ house, 4 Orchard Larle. 0L 1 7/ 0# $ o! #

Westport will hold its own meeting with To
Boucher, Joe Mioli, and Kim Fawcett in late Jan
or in February. Time and date to be announced.
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CELL PHONES

FOR SOLDIERS

I | 0 i} 5 1, 5 Coll PFhone Recycling Program

Getting or giving some one you love a new SRIIEIELILH ,.
phone for Hanukah? Here’s a great way to dis
of your old ones: Log onto the link listed bel
and follow their easy instructions.

THIHI‘I'\
CALL HOME

Welcome to these new members:

http://www.cellphonesforsoldiers.com/shippingLabel generic.html Nadine and Manuel Schultz

33 Burr Farms Road
227-0758

. 23 / 4
All meetings are at 1:30PM unless otherwise nofdte group is open to all
League members. Please join us! RSVP to hostégmu have questions cop-

Suzanne Tanner Meisel
414 Riverside Avenue

tact Helene Crawford at 227-2572. 557-4561

January 26 - AT 7:30 PM. The Reluctant Fundamentalist by Mohsin Hamid. gftnd welcome back to:

“An intelligent and absorbing 9/11 novel.”- At Lixkan Koos’ Eileen Zhang

house, 114 Greens Farms Road. : 41 Wolfpit Avenue, Apt. 5-S
February 23 - Dreams from my Father: A Story of Race and In- ;5 " 4 Norwalk, CT 06851
heritance- By Barak Obama. This autobiographical narratéls , 341-1053

the story of the life of the President-elect upi®entry in Har-
vard Law School. Location TBA.

March 23 - With their Backs to the World: Portraits of Serbia by Asne Seier-
stad. This book is “fascinating reading for anyarighing to uncover the stark
humanity hiding beneath one of the world's mosilited and confused regions.
Location TBA
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Westport Voter
P.O. Box 285
Westport, CT 06881-0285

Holiday Lunch Fundraiser
Priday, December 12
11:30 - 1:30

s MARK YOUR CALENDAR

DEC 12 Holiday Lunch -11:30 AM
At Claudia and Michael Saunders’ house, 8 Tiffany

Name Lane

Address 18 Observer Corps/Action Committee -  9:00 AM
Parks and Recreation Office, Longshore Park

JAN 6 Immigration Study Group - 10:30 AM

At Jane Eyes’ house, 4 Orchard Lane

Phone

i 7 Board Meeting - 8:30 AM
Email

Location TBA. Call Pippa Bell Ader.

10 Fairfield LWV Legislators’ Coffee - 10 AM
Fairfield Museum and History Center
370 Beach Road, Fairfield

15 Observer Corps/Action Committee -  9:00 AM
At the Westport Public Library, Seminar Room

Individual Dues: $50 Household (limited to 2): $75
Membership year: July 1 through June 30
Send check made payable to:

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF WESTPORT
P.O. Box 285
Westport, CT 06881- 0285

20 Early Voting and the National Voting Compact
Study Committee meeting - 10:30 AM at Liz-Ann
Koos’ house, 114 Greens Farms Road

26 Book Group - 7:30 PM. At Liz-Ann Koos’ house, 114

Contributions to LWV Education Fund are tax Greens Farms Road

deductible; LWV dues are not.

All League meetings are open to all members.



