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CELEBRATING %2 YEARS IN WESTPORT

Birthday

The League of Women Voters Annual
Holiday Lunch Fundraiser

Join us at the home of Connie and Stewsrt Greenfield

Wednesday, December 16, 11:30 am.

Hearty SoupsTasty Sandwiches# Festive Desserts# Convivial Company

RS\/F by December 14 Fat Forio, 20%-226-4194 or Patwspt@opton]ine‘net
Contributions of any amount acccptccl at the door; checks made out to LW\/ E_ducation Funcl are tax-deductible.

Itfjou need !’ICIP with transportation to and from this event, Plcasc contact Fat.

The League of Women Voters is a nonpartisan, community-based political organization that encourages the
informed and active participation in government and influences public policy through education and advo-
cacy. It was founded in 1920 as an outgrowth of the 72 year struggle to win voting rights for women.
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From the Presidents

December 2009
Greetings to All,

Among the many celebrations occurring this December, we would like
to highlight one that will be honoring a document symbolizing our civil [iberties
in the United States—the Bill of Rights. December 15 will mark the 2184
anniversary of the adoption of the Bill of Rights as the first ten Amendments to the UV.S.
Constitution.

For almost 90 years, the League of Women Voters has defended civil liberties and
promoted citizen engagement in democracy, and we continue this work today. The protection of
the individual liberties, laid out in the Bill of Rights, fias been central to the League’s work,

During World War 11, the League worked to balance the preservation of civil fiberties
with the importance of national security. During the Communist “witch hunt” period of the early
1950’s, the League conducted a community education program Rnown as the Freedom Agenda,
providing Americans with the opportunity to discuss and learn about the Bill of Rights. More
recently, the League has promoted a diverse and independent judiciary, advocated against
warrantless domestic surveillance and other harmful elements of the Patriot Act, and sponsored
numerous education projects aimed at informing citizens of their rights.

The Bill of Rights is not only an important part of our nation’s history; it is a living
document that will guide us into the future. Throughout the year, our own Westport League
members work in our community and beyond to help maRe the most of our civil liberties—
discussing important issues, encouraging voting, and working to hold elected officials accountable.

We applaud our dedicated membership and encourage those on the sidelines to attend
some of our local programming, observe a town board or commission at worR, or help with voter
services.

And enjoy the other holiday occasions you celebrate this month!

Alison and Doris

PIE & POLITICS

January 25" is Pie and Politics...An Informal Discussion with our State Senator Toni
Boucher and State Representatives Joe Mioli and Kim Fawcett.
DATE: January 25"
TIME: 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.
PLACE: Greens Farms Congregational Church
71 Hillandale Road
An opportunity to hear our state legislators talk about issues of interest to all members,

while enjoying dessert and beverages. Not to be missed! RSVP: csaun@optonline.net

Welcome to our new members:

Elaine Arnow

5 Aspetuck Lane
Westport, CT 06880
227-7782

Nora Jinishian

5 Quaker Lane
Westport, CT 06880
454-7964
ajinishi@optonline.net

James Ezzes

31 Prospect Road
Westport, CT 06880
jimezzes@att.net

Book Group News
All meetings are at 1:30 p.m. unless
otherwise noted. The group is open to all
League members. Please join us! RSVP to
hostess.  If you have questions contact
Helene Crawford, 227-2572 or
helenekc@optonline,net.

January 25 - The Eves of Heaven by Andrew
X . Pham “Pham does an admirable job of
recounting the complex cast of characters
and the political machinations of the various
groups vying for power over the years’.
Publishers Weekly

LWYVUS Delegation in Copenhagen

A group of League leaders is in Copenhagen,
Denmark, as an official non-governmental or-
ganization delegation to the UN’s Framework
Convention on Climate Change (COP15). The
delegation plans to attend general and special
conference sessions and to reinforce the League’s
efforts and positions on curbing global climate
change. “The League believes that global cli-
mate change is one of the most serious threats to
the environment, health and economy of our na-
tion and our world,” announced LWVUS Presi-
dent Mary G. Wilson. “The League is calling on
U.S. and world political leaders to cap emissions
at 25 percent below 1990 levels by 2020. We
hope that the United States will move beyond its
current negotiating position and work for an in-
ternational agreement that will truly address this
critical issue.”







