w® Westport Voter

Pie and Politics

Informal Discussion With Our State Legislators
Thursday January 29th
7:15PM-9:00PM
Saugatuck Congregational Church
Fellowship Room, 245 Boston Post Road East

An opportunity to hear our state legislators tdlkat issues of interest to all members.
Don’t miss it!

Want to learn more about Connecticut's unfolding bwlget crisis the longer term fiscal challenges, and how these
impact issues dear to the League? Take a look &dbkground papers available online at sites agscBonnecticyt
Voices for Childrenwww.kidslink.org or collected news articles (Google “CT budgetiaigj. Then come to ah

informal discussion over coffee, dimursday, January 22, at 10:00 AM at Alison Rivard's house. Call or email for
parking information.

The League of Women Voters is a nonpartisan, commun ity-based political organization that encourages th e
informed and active participation in government and influences public policy through education and adv o-
cacy. It was founded in 1920 as an outgrowth of the 72 year struggle to win voting rights for women.




BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Pippa Bell Ader, 221-1555
Alison Rivard, 254-2079 G reetlngs tO A”

Eileen Flug, 227-8474 Before turning to 2009, let us take a morhank tall of
those responsible for our successful Holidaelduaththe
beautifully appointed home of Claudia and ®uciuees.S Ve

Jim Graves, 895-3271

Joyee Orkand, 226-9953 raised almost $900 towards our Staples Tugisnh@larship and
il Greenberg, 454-3723 other LWV Educatlor_1 Fund activities, and tmtuegammbuied
Katy Goldschmid, 227-0003 many bags of groceries for local food pamtigeu ah.

Pat Porio, 226-4194 The cold reality of the US recession is igaviicgra §scal

Sheila Creatura, 227-0127 Impact on our state and towns. On Januargtaie2Qasnptr

Jane Eyes, $8% &35 Nancy Wyman put Connecticut's 2009 budget$@fBinillion.
Claudia Saunders, 292-6325 Deficit estimates have fluctuated, with the govjectmg a deficit
Liz -Ann Koos( $5% $&9) of $356 million as of mid-December. Stataximoiedions have

Nancy Bloom, 256-0071 fallen by nearly 12% from the prior year dar saleaue has

pamela Savis, 926.8909 dropped about 16%. Far larger state butigatedpficjected for

mern o | |fiscal years 2010-2012. o u
Doris Skutch, 227-6114 How should Connecticut address its fiscaséhallbrayis
T (39,9%) just one question we will put to our statereqsldhe LWV
- Westport Pie and Politics on Thursday, JanWargr@Surage|you
N ebmiarose. Marion baer - and a friend to join us at this event, whiok givegpportunity to

Membership Adminisrator , Joyce Netherton || diSCUSS Important issues with our state legislasonall grqup
Voter Editor, Lisa Shufro . . .
setting, and to enjoy the famous pies andthefcdetipa League

LWV websites members. . .
www.lwvwestportct.org Pippa and Alison
www.lwvct.org (Connecticut)
www.lwv.org (US)
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All meetings are at 1:30PM unless otherW|se nofdtk group is open to all League members. Pleaaeu;;j %
RSVP to hostess. If you have questions contacndeCrawford at 227-2572. £

January 26 - AT 7:30 PM- Dreams from my Father: A Story of Race and Inhede By Barak Obama. This o
autobiographical narrative tells the story of fifee bf the President-elect up to his entry in Hadveaw School. At Liz-Ann Koos’
house, 114 Greens Farms Road.

February 23 - The Reluctant Fundamentalisy Mohsin Hamid. “An intelligent and absorbing ®/aovel.”- Location TBA.
(Please note that we switched the order of thealgrand February books, to coordinate with the guaation.)

March 23 - With their Backs to the World: Portraits of Serlba Asne Seierstad. This book is “fascinating regdor anyone
wishing to uncover the stark humanity hiding beheaate of the world's most troubled and confusetresyy’ Location TBA

ENVIRONMENTAL TIP

Letting your car idle for just 20 seconds burns more gasoline (and therefore emits more CO2) than turning your car off and on again
does! Furthermore, contrary to popular belief, idling can actually harm your car, since it causes gasoline to condense on and damage
your cylinder walls and spark plugs. So, if you're ever going to be parked for more than 20 seconds, turn your car off.

Similarly, although it's tempting to warm up your car for 10 minutes in the winter, those emissions are devastating to the
environment and to your health. Studies have shown that driving is a much more effective way to warm up your car than
idling is. And with today's fuel injection engines, you only need warm up your car for 30 seconds on a winter day (to circu-
late the oil) before driving away.
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Why are these women smiling? Because our Annuétlaip, - - !
Lunch was a huge success. Pictured clockwise fipper] Above right:  Longtime LWV Westport member fat
left: Karen Curtis and Pat Porio, co-chairs of évent, and Coplen rests in a comfy chair . Above: Happy mersp
Claudia Saunders, hostess. mill around the tableful of goodies.

Photographs contributed by Winifred Balbor|\i
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Several LWV Westport members have been meetingigouss immigratiof
= issues. Members of the group have agreed to rdsélaecfollowing areas qf
b= concern: Detention centers and their impact onfasjithe civil rights of those
- & = in detention, the effects of the economic downtwefiorts to remediate the
backlog in processing paperwork, state and locahigmation issues, global

GG trends in immigration and the introduction of nesgiklation and policies fo

~"S>EMGXE"“e GG m - TMgdregs immigration issues.
In November 2008, our League and th(,The group will meet again omuesday, April 7 at 10:30 t
Westport Conse’rvation Departmen ‘continue the discussion. Anyone interested is waketo join the
were instrumental in planning and conductirlg pI"OUP- Call Jane Eyes, 227-0782.
Westport Environmental Summit that was wel

attended and generated enthusiasm for more
large group discussions. Two goals of fthe

summit were to encourage better coordinatign MARCH 15

among the many environmental committees|apd FEBRUARY 25 - 10AM The Winter Warm Up

groups in town and to facilitate identificatipn| Wednesday For new and

of priority areas for action. State Program Planning prospective members

Some of the representatives of towh Location TBA If you know some one who might be interested

environmental organizations who attended |the in joining please call Pat Porio, 226-4194

November summit  have proceeded to work
together, forming a "Westport Water Quality « " T " "

I° . o + ! + 0+ 0
Initiative” that will offer forums on specific
challenges to the town's water quality, withInterested members will meet to discuss early gotimConnecticut and study
action-oriented ideas. Their first forum will| The National Popular Vote Compact to prepare f@oasensus meeting later
focus on the responsible use of pesticiglegthis spring. If you would like to join the grouportact Jane Eyes 227-0782f or
herbicides and fertilizers and will be h¢l Claudia Saunders 292-6325.

on Tuesday, January 27, 7:30 PM, a The next meeting will be held offuesday, January 27 at

Earthplace, 10 Woodside Lane. For mp 10:30AM at the home of Claudia Saunders, 8 Tiffaage.
information, contact John Hartwell at 216-142




Westport Voter
P.O. Box 285
Westport, CT 06881-0285

JOIN THE LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS

Name

Address

Phone

Email

Individual Dues: $50 Household (limited to 2): $7
Membership year: July 1 through June 30
Send check made payable to:

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF WESTPORT
P.O. Box 285
Westport, CT 06881- 0285

Contributions to LWV Education Fund are tax
deductible; LWV dues are not.

JAN 15
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26

27

27

29

FEB 4

19

25

NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION
U.S. POSTAGE PAID
PERMIT 110
WESTPORT, CT 06881

Observer Corps/Action Committee -  9:00 AM
At the Westport Public Library, Seminar Room

Connecticut Budget Crisis Discussion - 10 AM
At Alison Rivard’s house, 19 Bulkley Avenue North

Book Group - 7:30 PM. At Liz-Ann Koos’ house, 114
Greens Farms Road

Early Voting and the National Voting Compact
Study Committee meeting - 10:30 AM at Claudia
Saunders house, 8 Tiffany Lane.

Water Quality Forum - 7:30 PM at Earthplace, 10
Woodside Lane.

Pie and Politics - 7:15 PM. At the Saugatuck Con-
gregational Church Fellowship Room, 245 Post Road
East.

Board Meeting - 8:30 AM. At Jill Greenberg’s house,
7 Strathmore Lane.

Observer Corps/Action Committee -  9:00 AM
At the Westport Public Library, Seminar Room

State Program Planning - 10:00 AM. Location TBA

All League meetings are open to all members.



