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National Popular Vote Consensus Meeting
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Join us to discuss the National Popular Vote Compad reach consensus on the questions providddAByUS. Since thg
qguestions go beyond a basic knowledge of the NB¥Whact, please read the attached background pagepras and cons [p
preparation for the conversation. For more dedaidéormation go to the NPV links on the lwvwestpbiorg website.

AND

Local Program Planning

Gl 2 &
g ® é\ / é\ "
We will take time at the end of the meeting to d&local program for the coming year. You canewvcurrent program arjd

positions in the LWV Westport Member Handbook. duyhave ideas for program or a new study, pleasefriee to raise them @t
this meeting. Or call Jane Eyes or Claudia Sawtediscuss your suggestions before the meeting.

Wednesday, March 25
Noon - 2:00 PM - Bring your own Bag Lunch
Earthplace Nature Center - Auditorium
10 Woodside Lane

@)

«

Tag Sale
THINK SPRING, THINK TAG
SALE. Yes, we are now on
month closer to our biggest fun
raiser of the year. '

—— And now that we can se
8="| the ground again, it

% time to think of the
— Plant Sale as well.

Not to mention thdBake Sale, too! This
has become an important and lucrative

of the sale. IR A ANNUAL MEETING
The sale will take place oMay 8 and 9 Wednesday, June 3
this year, and we still need HELFSo please call Pat

Porio at 226-4149if you would like to work on any Details to follow

aspect of this important fundraising event.

The League of Women Voters is a nonpartisan, community-based political organization that encourages the
informed and active participation in government and influences public policy through education and advo-
cacy. It was founded in 1920 as an outgrowth of the 72 year struggle to win voting rights for women.
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From the Presidents

From the League Storybank:
“The League has enlargedy world,
enriched my teaching, and helped
me contribute to a better world.”

Greetings to All,

As spring approaches, thoughts turn to membership (at least for the co-
presidents).  League members Know that the LWW is the premier grassroots
organization in the country for voter education and issue advocacy. While others
may be aware of the League's historic and trusted status, not everyone realizes the
current relevance of LWV worKk_locally, across the nation and internationally. Al
of us need to become Membership Recruiters.

How do we do this? Mention the League and your connection during
interactions at events in town. MaKe sure the people with whom you speak Know
how to join. If you are wondering how another person will react, remember ; what
is the worst thing that could happen? They might politely decline.. And if you have
a story—from a blurb to a tale—about how the League has enriched your life, let
us Know!

As we move toward our Consensus meeting on the National Popular Vote
Compact Study, we've made becoming Knowledgeable easy. The two-sided insert in
this newsletter includes material developed by the LWVUS. Read it and come to
the meeting prepared to tacKle the Consensus Questions!

Spring is the time when we also look for input into Local Program
Planning. Does the League have local positions that need review or updating? Do
you think there is an important local concern that would benefit from a new study,
and to which you are willing to contribute? Join us for a brown bag lunch and lots
of talk.

Pippa and Alison

Save the Date

40" SYMPOSIUM ON INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS (SIR)

Sponsored by the League of Women Voters of Commédiducation Fund, Inc. in cooperation with the
Albert Schweitzer Institute at Quinnipiac Univeysitnd the MacMillan Center for International andar
Studies at Yale University
BRIC: Brazil, Russia, India, and China —Giants on he Move

Thursday, April 23, 2009:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

Alumni Hall, Carl Hansen Student Center
Quinnipiac University
275 Mount Carmel Avenue
Hamden, CT

Flyer available shortly from LWVCT or contact AlisRivard for more information

Think Spring Think Tag Sale Think Spring Think Plant Sale Think Spring Think Bake Sale Think Spring
Think Tag Sale Think Spring Think Plant Sale Think Spring Think Bake Sale Spring

Think Spring Think Tag Sale Think Spring Think Plant Sale Spring Think
Bake Sale Think Spring Think Tag Sale Think Spring Think
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State Program Planning Report

On February 25th LWV members gathered in Town Ralbm
201 to discuss LWV Westport's recommendations fState
Program for 2009 - 2011. After a review of currestate
positions, the group recommended that LWVCT foasaacy
on Ethics, Transportation, Health Care - with arpkasis on
access and affordability, and Quality Integratecudadion in
Connecticut Schools. The group recommended addingeh
job” development to the Global Warming position.

After a short presentation on current issues in fgegnancy by
Alison Rivard, the group reviewed the current gositon teen
pregnancy and recommended retaining the position.

And currently on the LWVCT Advocacy

agenda: Global Warming. Even though budget
deficit projections are commanding center stagthatCapital,
committees have begun the process of raising aratinige
bills. This year our coalition work on global wang will
involve strengthening the state building code, ingissnergy
efficiency standards and creating a corps of cedtifenergy
inspectors to help contractors comply with a moigorous
code. We will also be supporting the use of Cotioets

Book Group News
All meetings are at 1:30PM unlegs
otherwise noted. The group is open to
League members. Please join us! RS
to hostess. If you have questions con
Elaine Weinstein, 226-4561 or

March 23 - With their Backs to the World: Portraits
Serbia by Asne Seierstad.
reading for anyone wishing to uncover the stark ity
hiding beneath one of the world's most troubled
confused regions.” At Ellen McBride's house,
Springer Road, Fairfield.

April 27 - Mukiwaby Peter Godwin. “With humor, porte
and melancholy, Godwin recreates his 1960s youtbhite
Rhodesia.” At Athena Bradley’s house, 7 Northgate.

@

May 18 - Under the Banner of Heavdry Jon Krakauel.

“While [the author] demonstrates that
fundamentalist Mormons are community
industrious and law-abiding, he poses some stri
guestions about the closed-minded, closed-doocipsliof]
the religion-and many religions in genetal (From the
Publishers Weekly review.) At Rene Corcoran’s leg
73 Turkey Hill South.

most n

of

This book is “fascinating

and
45

nt

on-

oriented,

king

federal stimulus payments for more transit oriente

d

infrastructure improvements.

Did you know that planting one oak tree can suppartdreds
of beneficial insects and dozens of birds? Accwdb Doug
Tallamy, Chair of the Department of Entomology aNddlife
Ecology at the University of Delaware, plantingteer native
trees, shrubs and herbaceous plants in your gaaemprovide
food and shelter for many endangered species d$ laind othe
insectivores, and will help bring biodiversity badk the
suburban landscape.

So as your backyard thaws out and you plan youleges andl
landscapes for the coming growing season, consadieling
some of the following species:

Immigration Study Group

Several LWV Westport members have been meetin
discuss immigration issues. Members of the groupe
agreed to research the following areas of cong
Detention centers and their impact on families, ¢hel
rights of those in detention, the effects of theremic
downturn, efforts to remediate the backlog in pssiggy
paperwork, state and local immigration issues, @lttends
in immigration and the introduction of new legigtat and
policies to address immigration issues.

The group will meet again oruesday, April 7 at 10:30 a
Claudia Saunders’ house, 8 Tiffany Lane to contities
discussion. Anyone interested is welcome to joie
group. Call Jane Eyes, 227-0782.

g to
ha
ern:

Woodies: Perennials:
Oak Goldenrod*
Black Cherry Asters

Birch Sunflower
Poplar Joe Pye Weed
Crabapple Lupines
Blueberry Violets

Its pollen is heavy and sticky, designed for pallion by
insects, not wind. It is, however, a great feast f
honeybees.

FYL FYL FYL FYL FYL FYL FYL FYL FYL FYL FYL FYL
Attention Book Group Members and
anyone else who has read One Drop!

Author Bliss Broyard will be at the PeqUg=
Library on Sunday March 29 at 4:00 PM as |
of their Meet the Author series.
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I Membership year: July 1 through June 30
: Send check made payable to:

| LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF WESTPORT
| P.O. Box 285
| Westport., CT 06881- 0285

|

: Contributions to LWV Education Fund are tax
I deductible; LWV dues are not.
|
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR

Winter Warm Up - 5 - 8 PM. At Sheila Creatura’s
house.

Observer Corps/Action Committee - 9:00 AM.
At the Westport Public Library, Seminar Room

Book Group - 1:30 PM. At Ellen McBride’s house,
645 Springer Road, Fairfield.

National Popular Vote Compact Consensus and
Local Program Planning - 12-2 PM. At Earthplace,
10 Woodside Lane

Board Meeting - 8:30 AM. At Pippa Bell Ader's
house, 62 Woodside Avenue.

Local Election Turnout Study Meeting - 1:30 PM.
At Katy Goldschmidt's house, 27 Woods Grove Road.

Immigration Study Group Meeting - 10:30 AM. At
Claudia Saunders’ house, 8 Tiffany Lane.

Observer Corps/Action Committee - 9:00 AM.
At the Westport Public Library, Seminar Room

Symposium on International Relations (SIR) - 8:30
AM. At Quinnipiac University.

Book Group - 1:30 PM. At Athena Bradley's house, 7
Northgate.

All League meetings are open to all members.



