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Westport Voter 

The League of Women Voters is a nonpartisan, commun ity-based political organization that encourages th e 
informed and active participation in government and  influences public policy through education and adv o-
cacy. It was founded in 1920 as an outgrowth of the  72 year struggle to win voting rights for women. 

 

�

CALLING ALL MEMBERS TO THE 
ANNUAL MEETING 

 

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 3, 8:00 AM 
��������

AT CHRIST AND HOLY TRINITY CHURCH COMMUNITY ROOM 
55 Myrtle Avenue (corner of Church Lane) 

�  
Continental Breakfast will be served 

Donations will be accepted to defray costs 
�  

Come hear a wrap of the year’s activities, meet this year’s scholarship recipient, vote 
on next year’s program, budget and slate of officers and celebrate the Westport 

League’s 60th anniversary with friends and fellow League members. 
 

 

JOIN US FOR THE ANNUAL MEETING 

 

 

MEMORIAL DAY PARADE ALERT!!!!!! 
 

 
 
 
 

Join Winnie and the gang at the Memorial Day parade as we celebrate the 60th anniversary of  the Westport League.   
We are hoping for beautiful weather as well as a great turnout!  

 
     DATE: Monday, May 25, 2009 
     TIME: 8:30 am 
     PLACE: Riverside Avenue, #47 (The number is written on the road) 
        In case of rain, meet in Town Hall Auditorium 
     DRESS:  Jeans with your new League T-shirt and American flag hat 
       Hats are $5 and T-shirts are $10 

For further information and to RSVP for the march, contact Winnie at 227-9093 
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LWV websites 
www.lwvwestportct.org 
www.lwvct.org (Connecticut) 
www.lwv.org (US) 
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Pippa Bell Ader, 221-1555 
Alison Rivard, 254-2079 
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Eileen Flug, 227-8474 

� �������� �
Jim Graves, 895-3271 
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Joyce Orkand, 226-9953 
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Jill Greenberg, 454-3723�
Katy Goldschmidt, 227-0003����
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Pat Porio, 226-4194 
Sheila Creatura, 227-0127�
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Jane Eyes, $$%�&%'$����

Claudia Saunders, 292-6325�
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Liz -Ann  Koos(��$$%���$&$)�
Nancy Bloom, 259-0071�
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Pamela Davis, 226-8909 

Kate Comstock Davis, 227-1525 
Doris Skutch, 227-6114 
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Member Handbook,  Kitty Graves 
Webmistress, Marilyn Bakker  

Membership Administrator ,  Joyce Netherton 
Voter Editor, Carol Stein 

 
 

May 2009  
 
 
Greetings, 
 First, a heartfelt thanks to all who worked so enthusiastically on our Tag Sale, 
May 8th and 9th, and on the many days of advance preparation.  Thanks also to the 
generous donors of goods who made this fundraiser possible; to the community 
organizations  and individuals who support us with loans of supplies or publicity; and to 
all those whose purchases, big and small, provide us with the funds to carry on the 
League's scholarship and voter education programs.     
 
  And a special word of gratitude to Winnie Balboni, who again allowed us to 
trample on her lawn, fill up her garage, and generally disrupt her life for the cause of the 
Tag Sale. 
 
 May marks the official beginning of our celebration of the 60th Anniversary of the 
Westport League, which began in October 1949.  Join us at the Memorial Day parade to 
carry an anniversary sign!   And be certain to attend the Annual Meeting on June 3rd.  In 
recognition of the economic times, our meeting will be without charge (although cash 
donations to defray meeting costs will be welcome). The meeting will be held conveniently 
downtown, to facilitate participation by those who work in the area or commute. 
 
 Do you know someone whose unique service to our League over time deserves 
recognition?   As part of the celebration of our history, we would like to begin a regular 
process of honoring those League members whose special contributions  have allowed us to 
thrive as an active and innovative organization with a valuable role in the community.   
We invite members to submit nominations, by contacting Jane Eyes.  In this way, we also 
will begin to preserve a  richer archive of the achievements of our members.    
 
 See you at the parade and at the Annual Meeting. 
 
       Pippa and Alison 
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All meetings are at 1:30PM unless otherwise 
noted. The group is open to all League 
members.  Please join us!  RSVP to hostess.  If 
you have questions contact Elaine Weinstein, 
226-4561. 
 
 

May 18 - Under the Banner of Heaven by Jon 
Krakauer.  Rene Corcoran’s house, 73 Turkey 
Hill South. 
June 22 - The Ginger Tree by Oswald Wynd.  
”A stunning tour de force acclaimed throughout 
the world, the Ginger Tree is the spellbinding 
odyssey of one woman’s strength and spirit in 
the face of terrifying odds.” Discussion at Hope 
Hagman’s house, 116 Greens Farms Road. 
July 27 - Midnight’s Children by Salman 
Rushdie 

Welcome to our newest 
League member: 
 

Jonathan Steinberg 
1 Bushy Ridge Road 
226-6749 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Honoring Members 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Do you know a long-standing member whose 
unique service to our League deserves recogni-
tion?  As part of the celebration of our history, 
we would like to begin a regular process of 
honoring  League members whose special con-
tributions have allowed us to thrive as an active 
and innovative organization with a valuable 
role in the community.  We invite members to 
submit nominations by contacting Jane Eyes at 
227-0782. 

 



TAG SALE A HUGH SUCCESS! 
Thanks for donations of household goods, bake sale items and plants, and for generously giving your time setting up and cleaning 
up.  We have had another successful sale, despite the rain.  The final net income has not yet been determined but the gross earned 
from tag, plant and bake sales combined is $6,867.33.  We especially want to thank Winnie Balboni for hosting the Tag Sale on her 
property, yet again, and for generously serving lunch to workers on sale days.  Winnie’s location is perfect for attracting those who 
have not seen the ads.  Special thanks are extended to those members who gave their time, over many days, for those individuals 
and organizations who lent us tents, and nearby residents who allowed use of their driveways for League parking.  Lastly we want to 
thank Dan Delehanty, retired Town of Westport  engineer, who donated his time, strength and truck for setting up tents, making 
dump runs and stopping by to make sure all was well.          

 Karen Curtis and Ellie Lowenstein, Tag Sale Co-Chairs 
 

BROWNIE POINTS  
Thanks for your contributions to 
this year LWV Bake Sake.  The 
time you spent baking and selling 
the goodies is very much 
appreciated.  All the baked goods 
looked wonderful and sold 
extremely well.  Since cost is low, 
most of what we made is profit.  A 
special thank you to Sally Galan 
and Liz-Ann Kooz who were my  

    co-workers for the event.  
      Carol Burgess   
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Ellie Lowenstein, left, Pippa Bell Ader and Winnie Bal-
boni, above. Photos supplied by Phyllis Groner 

 

New League Member Makes a Splash! 
Suzanne Tanner Meisel, a recently recruited 
League member, has already made waves for 
the League.  She is a talented keyboardist, 
singer and poet who composed and performed a 
20 minute “edutainment” piece on water quality 
for the April Kings Highway School Earth Day 
Assembly.  While she had help with the content from other 
League members, the music and singing were all her own.  Spe-
cial credit is given to her daughter for the slide show.  The audi-
torium was alive with children singing enthusiastically.  By the 
end, the students had learned what happens to water after it 
touches the ground, where it goes and how it is filtered and what 
we can do to improve the quality of water in our town. The goal 
is to take this show on the road to other Westport elementary 
schools.  It is a wonderful presentation that introduces the impor-
tance of respecting the water cycle.  Thank you Suzanne! 

CALL TO LWVT CONVENTION 2009 
Saturday, June 6th 
8:00am  - 3:00 pm 
Hartford Lyceum 

227 Lawrence Street, Hartford, CT 
 

8:00—8:45: Registration, exhibits, breakfast 
  Board members available for Q&A 
 
8:50-10:45 & Plenary Sessions 
2:00-3:00: Presentation and Vote on Bylaws 
  Presentation and Adoption of Budget 
  Public issues Team Report 
  Presentation  & Vote on 2009-11 Program 
  Nominations and Election of New Board 
  Directors to the Board 
 

WORKSHOPS: 
 1. Successful Debates—Hollie Courage 
 2. Membership— Elona Vaisnys 
 3. Program Planning—Cheryl Dunson 
 

LUNCHEON 
Speaker: Ellen Andrews 

Recognition of  50-year Members/Awards 
 

Please contact Alison Rivard at 254-2079 if you interested in attending. 
   

 

Search the Web Using GoodSearch.com and Raise Funds for 
the League!  Earn money to support the LWV Education Fund 
(LWVEF) every time you search the web.  Goodsearch is a new 
search engine that donates 50% of its advertising revenue to des-
ignated charities.  It is powered by Yahoo, so you get the same 
high quality search results.  Just logon to www.goodsearch.com, 
designate the League of Women Voters Education Fund—LWV 
(Washington, DC) as your charity of choice and start using 
Goodsearch as your primary search engine. Thank you. 



Westport Voter 
P.O. Box 285 
Westport, CT 06881-0285  

JOIN THE LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS  
 

Name ____________________________________________ 

Address __________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________ 

Phone ____________________________________________ 

Email ____________________________________________ 

 

Individual Dues: $50   Household (limited to 2): $7 5 

Membership year: July 1 through June 30 

Send check made payable to: 

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF WESTPORT 
P.O. Box 285 
Westport, CT 06881- 0285 
 

Contributions to LWV Education Fund are tax 
deductible; LWV dues are not. 
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May 18 Book Group - 1:30 PM.  At  Rene Corcoran’s, 73 

Turkey Hill South. 

 21 Observer Corps/Action Committee - 9:00 AM. 
At the Westport Public Library, Seminar Room. 

 25 Memorial Day Parade - 8:30 AM.  Riverside Avenue, 
Marker # 47 (See front page) 

June 3 Annual Meeting - 8:00 AM.  At Christ and Holy 
Trinity Church Community Room, 55 Myrtle Avenue. 

 6 LWVCT Convention —8:00am—3:00 pm.  At 
Hartford Lyceum, 227 Lawrence Street, Hartford, CT. 

 22  Book Group - 1:30 PM.  At  Hope Hageman’s House 
116 Greens Farms Road. 

July 18 Observer Corps/Action Committee - 9:00 AM. 
At the Westport Public Library, Seminar Room 

 22  Book Group - 1:30 PM.  Meeting Place TBA 

   

    18 Observer Corps/Action Committee - 9:00 AM. 
At the Westport Public Library, Seminar Room. 

   

    17 Old Board/New Board Meeting —10:30 AM.  At Pat 
Porio’s House 16 Salem Lane. 

NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION 
U.S. POSTAGE PAID 

PERMIT 110 
WESTPORT, CT 06881 

All League meetings are open to all members. 


