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Westport Voter 

The League of Women Voters is a nonpartisan, community-based political organization that encourages the 
informed and active participation in government and influences public policy through education and advo-
cacy. It was founded in 1920 as an outgrowth of the 72 year struggle to win voting rights for women. 

The Annual Fall Brunch 
 

Sunday, October  4 
11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 

At the home of  Pat & Sal Porio 
16 Salem Lane (off  Salem Road) 

 
Don’t miss this opportunity to meet the  
candidates, greet old friends and  
introduce yourself  to new members. 

 
$20 per person 

Please make check payable to LWV Westport 
PO Box 285, Westport, CT 06881 

 
RSVP by September 28  
to Sally Galan at 222-1850 

Please advise if  you require special parking arrangements. 
 

Donations in lieu of  attendance gratefully received 

CELEBRATINGCELEBRATINGCELEBRATINGCELEBRATING                        YEARS IN WESTPORTYEARS IN WESTPORTYEARS IN WESTPORTYEARS IN WESTPORT    

 

 The days are getting colder and the nights are getting longer, which means 
that Election Day is around the corner! Support the League and Westport by 
reading about our candidates in the League’s 2009 Voter’s Guide published in 
The Minuteman, attend the local debates and  support the My Town, My Vote 
initiative sponsored by the League.  Look inside for more exciting details! 
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Welcome back to all, 
 For many of us, the summer has been busy with Voter Services 
preparations for the upcoming November 3 local elections...three debates are scheduled 
in October and the Voters’ Guide is to be printed earlier than it has in the past. 
 We’ve also planned an exciting new community-wide event, Westport-MY 
Town, MY Vote, that has generated enthusiasm among League members, from veterans 
to newcomers.  Many local businesses, organizations, parents and students are already 
being tapped to be part of this event that is intended to educate and inform Westport 
residents about why it is important to vote in local elections.  We hope you will want to 
be a part of this first-time awareness event and  the debates coming up in October. 
 In fact, get out your calendar now and set aside all of the following dates for 
upcoming League events that you’ll be reading about in this newsletter.  

• October 4, Fall Brunch 
• October 5, Candidate Debates—Planning & Zoning, Zoning Board of 

Appeals and Board of Assessment Appeals 
• October14, Candidate Debates— Board of Education and Board of 

Finance 
• October17, Westport-My Town, My Vote Community-Wide Events 
• October21, Candidate Debate—Board of Selectmen 

 We also want to encourage those who have not yet responded to their renewal 
notice to send it in quickly so that we can include you in our Member Handbook that is 
almost ready for the printers. You can go to www.lwvwestportct.org to print out a 
membership form.   
 And welcome again to new Board members, Carol Burgess, Secretary; Joyce 
Netherton, Treasurer; Becky Ruthven, VP for Voter Service; Jackie Gordon, Winnie 
Balboni, Directors at Large. 
 Looking forward to seeing you at our fall events!  
 

Alison  and Doris 

IMMIGRATION ANYONE? 
 

This important national topic will be discussed at Claudia 
Saunders’ home at 8 Tiffany Lane on Thursday October 1st at 
10:00 a.m.  This will be an informal information sharing session 
for anyone interested in this topic. You are encouraged to bring 
any recent news clipping and articles to discuss with your learned 
colleagues.  Please let Claudia know if you are planning to attend  
at 292-6325. 

LWV Observer Corp/Action Committee 

Needs You! 
Until the end of the year, the Observer Corp./Action Commit-
tee will be meeting at the Westport Fire Department Headquar-
ters, 500 Post Road East, directly opposite the former IHOP 
Restaurant.  Please enter the main front door that is facing the 
Post Road.  Our meeting room is on the level you enter.  Meet-
ings take place in the Classroom.  The Observer Corps/Action 
Committee always meets on the third Thursday of the month 
@ 9:00 a.m.  Observers report in the order that they arrive. 
Come be a “fly on the wall” and learn about what is going on 
in your local government!  Meeting at the Firehouse will be on  
Sept. 17, Oct. 15, Nov. 19 and Dec. 17. Beginning in 2010, 
meetings will resume at  the Library. 

PTA Board of Education Debate 
The PTA is sponsoring a debate among the Board of Education 
candidates on October 8, 10:30 a.m.-12:00 p.m. at 
the McManus Room of the Westport Public Li-
brary. Find out about the intentions of the candi-
dates that decide on important issues facing our 
school system.   

REMEMBER TO RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP TO 
THE LEAGUE ... 
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Book Group News 
All meetings are at 1:30 p.m. unless otherwise 
noted. The group is open to all League members.  
Please join us!  RSVP to hostess.  If you have 
questions contact Helene Crawford, 227-2572. 
 

Sept 21 - The Brief Wondrous Life of Oscar Wao 
by Junot Diaz. At Dolores Paoli’s house, 37  
Clapboard Hill Road.  This was the most dynamic, 
entertaining, and achingly heartfelt novel I’ve read 
in a long time ... Publishers Weekly 
 

Oct 26 - White Tiger by Arawind Adiga. At Lisa 
Shufro’s house, 15 Pequot Trail.  A memorable tale 
of one taxi driver’s hellish experience in modern 
India... Reed Business Information  
Nov 23 - The Way We Live Now by Anthony 
Trollope. This is the essence of Trollope.  At 
Athena Bradley’s house, 7 Northgate.  If he had 
written no other novel, it would have assured his 
immortality… Paperback Weekly 
Dec 7 - Guernsey Literary Potato Peel Pie Society 
by Mary Ann Shaffer and Annie Barrows. At 
Elaine Weinstein’s house, 39 Whitney Street.  
Traditional without seeming stale, and romantic 
without being naïve. .. San Francisco Chronicle 

HEAR YE, HEAR YE  2009 LOCAL ELECTION DEBATES ARE UNDERWAYHEAR YE, HEAR YE  2009 LOCAL ELECTION DEBATES ARE UNDERWAYHEAR YE, HEAR YE  2009 LOCAL ELECTION DEBATES ARE UNDERWAYHEAR YE, HEAR YE  2009 LOCAL ELECTION DEBATES ARE UNDERWAY    

There will be three debates held at Town Hall Auditorium for our local elections in Westport.  The debates will be sponsored by 
the League and co-sponsored by the Y’s Women, Y’s Men, Woman’s Club of Westport and the PTA.  The Debates are scheduled 
as follows: 

 

 

 

 

 

 
We need volunteers to function as timers and screeners. We need at least two Timers per candidate for all three 
debates and we need Screeners, as well.  Screeners monitor questions from the League and the audience while 
Timers keep track of the time allotted for each candidate. This is critical as the LWV is a non-partisan 
organization that wants representatives from each political party.  This is great way to get involved and learn 
about the issues facing our town. Please contact Becky Ruthven at 222-1206. 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 17 
10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. in each of the nine RTM Districts  

and from 1:00 p.m.-3:00 p.m. on Jesup Green. 

 

This local election year, the Westport LWV is planning an exciting new 
Get-out-the-Vote event.  As you can see, we have a snazzy logo 
(generously designed for us by Miggs Burroughs).  We also have a full 
day of events planned, great material on why local elections are 
important, the cooperation of several local businesses and a lot of 
enthusiasm.  What we need is MANY, MANY volunteers.   
 

We will need people to distribute League information, help register new 
voters,  and generate enthusiasm. If you would like to help out  at the 
event, please contact Athena Bradley at 227-8966.   Want to get involved 
in planning the event?  Contact Lisa Shufro at 221-1350. 
 

Even if you can’t volunteer, we hope you can join us for a portion of 
that day to show others the importance of voting locally.  This truly 
fulfills the League’s mission to encourage participation in democracy!!! 

Monday, Oct 5th Planning and Zoning Commission, 
Zoning Board of Appeals and Board 
of Assessment Appeals 

7:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m. 

Wednesday, Oct 14th Board of Education and Board of 
Finance 

7:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m. 
 

Wednesday, Oct 21st Board of Selectmen 7:00 p.m.-8:30 p.m. 



Westport Voter 

P.O. Box 285 
Westport, CT 06881-0285 

JOIN THE LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS  

 

Name ____________________________________________ 

Address __________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________ 

Phone ____________________________________________ 

Email ____________________________________________ 

 

Individual Dues: $50   Household (limited to 2): $75 

Membership year: July 1 through June 30 

Send check made payable to: 

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF WESTPORT 

P.O. Box 285 

Westport, CT 06881- 0285 
 

Contributions to LWV Education Fund are tax 
deductible; LWV dues are not. 

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS 

OF WESTPORT 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
Sept 17 Observer Corps/Action Committee - 9:00 a.m. 

At Westport Firehouse, 515 Post Road East  - Note 
New Location. 

Oct 4  LWV Fall Brunch - 11:30 a.m.—1:30 p.m. 
Pat and Sal Porio’s House, 16 Salem Lane. $20 per 
person. 

 5 Debate—P&Z, ZBA and Assessment Board - 7:00– 
9:00 p.m., Auditorium in Town Hall.   

 7 Board Meeting 8:30 a.m., At Claudia Saunders’ 
house, 8 Tiffany Lane. 

      8 Debate, BOE Candidates 10:30 a.m.—12:30 p.m., 
sponsored by the PTA, McManus Room at the 
Westport Public Library. 

 17 Westport My Town, My Vote— Community- Wide 
Events.   See news article on page 3.    

 21 Debate—Board of Selectman— 7:00-8:30 p.m. 
Auditorium Town Hall. 

Nov 3  Election Day –Remember to Vote! 

   

    15 Observer Corps/Action Committee - 9:00 a.m. 
At Westport Firehouse, 515 Post Road East  - Note 
New Location.  

   

    14 Debate—Board of Education and Board of 
Finance – 7:00—9:00 p.m., Auditorium in Town Hall. 

NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION 
U.S. POSTAGE PAID 

PERMIT 110 
WESTPORT, CT 06881 

All League meetings are open to all members. 
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