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Westport Voter 

The League of Women Voters is a nonpartisan, commun ity-based political organization that encourages th e 
informed and active participation in government and  influences public policy through education and adv o-
cacy. It was founded in 1920 as an outgrowth of the  72 year struggle to win voting rights for women. 

We’re off and running with the celebration of our 
60th year… 

 

The Westport News, in its April 29 issue, contributed so 
much to our celebration efforts with a wonderful front 
page article by Anthony Karge who highlighted the “then 
and now” of the League.  
 

To increase visibility at the Memorial Day parade, 
Winnie Balboni used her amazing creative talents to make 
60th anniversary signs that were prominently displayed 
by League marchers and will be used at upcoming League 
events. 
 

Next, look for a town-wide awareness day that will 
engage high school students and League members in 
promoting greater participation in the upcoming local 
elections. 
 

We hope to present the newly digitized archived Voters 
Guides to the Town of Westport as one step in preserving 
a historic record of town elections. 
 

We encourage all League members to participate in the 
year’s 60th anniversary celebrations.  Whether you have 
little time or some time, we’d love for you to be involved.  
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LWV Westport Wins Award at State League 
Convention 

 

At the LWVCT Convention in Hartford on June 6th, 2009, 
our League was presented with the 2009 Award for Unique 
Public Event, designed to honor a local league for 
facilitating a community event outside of the normal course 
of League-related activities.  The award was granted for the 
Westport Environmental Summit, an evening gathering co-

sponsored with the town 
Conservation Department 
on November 17th, 2008, 
in which over 45 local 
groups met both as a whole 
and in small groups to 
share their goals, functions 
and activities and to 
ident i fy over lapping 
environmental concerns 
and common ground. 
 

Westport’s League Co-President Alison Rivard receiving award from Jara 
Burnett, President of the CT LWV 

LWVCT Convention Adopts Legislative 
Priorities 

 

The new Connecticut Legislative Priorities for 2009-2111 
will be:  Election Laws, Health Care and Transportation. 
The focus on Health Care is timely, as the SustiNet Bill has 
passed both the State House and Senate.  The legislation 
establishes a planning mechanism for the state to guide 
health care access toward an open, voluntary system for 
those not offered affordable, quality health insurance 
through an employer.  For more information, resources 
include:www.cga.ct.gov/2009/BA; www.cthealthpolicy.org; 
www.healthcare4every1.org. 

50 year Veterans of LWV 
 

 
Pippa Bell Ader along with 
Honorees Sarah Herz and Rita 
Seclow celebrating 50 years of 
membership with the LWV. 
 
Photo courtesy of Phyllis Groner 



������� � � � � � � � � � 
 � � � � � �  ! ! � � � � � � 	 �

BOARD OF DIRECTORS ���������	��
���
�
 �

LWV websites 
www.lwvwestportct.org 
www.lwvct.org (Connecticut) 
www.lwv.org (US) 
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Doris Skutch, 227-6114 

Alison Rivard, 254-2079 
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Pippa Bell Ader, 221-1555 

� �������� �
Jim Graves, 227-0506 
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Carol Burgess, 226-5593 
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Jill Greenberg, 454-3723�
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Pat Porio, 226-4194 
Sheila Creatura, 227-0127�
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Liz-Ann Koos, 227-2024����

Claudia Saunders, 292-6325�
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Becky Ruthven, 222-1206�
Nancy Bloom, 259-0071�
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Pamela Davis, 226-8909 
Jackie Gordon, 803-3725 

Winifred Balboni, 227-9093 
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Member Handbook,  Kitty Graves 
Webmistress, Marilyn Bakker  

Membership Administrator ,  Joyce Netherton 
Voter Editor, Carol Stein 

 
 
Summer 2009 
 

Greetings, 
Our League is an organization that is, well, organized.  We have 
scheduled meetings, agendas, reports, a website, etc.  But some of the most memorable 
moments just happen. 
 

At the June 3rd Annual General Meeting, we had such a moment when different 
generations, connected through the League, presented their passions for public 
involvement and inspired all of us.  First, this year’s Staples Tuition Grant recipient 
Emma-Jean Weinstein spoke of her goal to combine a college education in filmmaking 
with political education on vital issues such as climate change and human rights. 
Through the use of  film, Emma-Jean hopes that more people will understand how 
“imperative issues” pertain to their lives.   
 

Sarah Herz, in accepting an honor for her 50 years of membership in the LWV, vividly 
recalled her introduction to the League in the 1950's and how it offered women the 
opportunity for involvement on a stage larger than the domestic front and the amazing 
ways we have moved on since then.  We are so proud of both of you! 
 

Our official 2008-09 year has ended with the annual meeting and the launch of our 60th 
anniversary celebration, the State Convention in Hartford on June 6th, and the Old 
Board/New Board meeting/lunch on June 17th.   But the summer is far from idle.  Join us 
outdoors as we help with water quality monitoring on the Aspectuck River, or indoors to 
begin work on the Voters Guide.  Help us plan for the Fall Brunch or join the exuberant 
group who will be planning a “Local Election Excitement Day” to promote better 
participation in the November election.  And especially, extra hands are always 
welcome. 
 

Alison  and Doris 

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF WESTPORT ANNOUNCES NEW BOARD 
 

The League of Women Voters of Westport announced its newly elected Board of Directors for 2009-2010.  Alison Rivard and 
Doris Skutch will serve as co-presidents, and Pippa Bell Ader, in the position of past co-president.  Joyce Netherton has been 
elected treasurer (effective September ’09) and Carol Burgess will be serving as secretary.  Vice-presidents for programs and 
services include Claudia Saunders and Liz-Ann Koos, Program/Advocacy; Nancy Bloom and Becky Ruthven, Voter Services; Jill 
Greenberg, Community Services; and Pat Porio and Sheila Creatura, Member Services.  This year’s Directors are Winifred 
Balboni, Pamela Davis, Jackie Gordon, Joyce Orkand and Carol Stein.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
Front row (left to right):  Liz-Ann Koos, Carol Stein, Alison Rivard, Pat Porio, Jackie Gordon, Winifred Balboni, Pippa Bell Ader, Back Row: Nancy bloom, 
Claudia Suanders, Joyce Netherton, Carol Burgess, Sheila Creatura, Becky Ruthven, Doris Skutch. Not in photo: Pamela Davis, Jill Greenberg, Joyce Orkand. 

IT’S TIME TO RENEW  
If there is a green sticker in the box to the left, we haven’t 
received your membership renewal form. Please send it 
in ASAP to enjoy the full benefits of a LWV Westport 
membership! 

 



STAPLES SCHOLARSHIP AWARDEE HONORED AT 
LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF WESTPORT ANNUAL MEETING 

The League of Women Voters of Westport (LWV) honored Emma-Jean Weinstein, a 
2009 Staples High School senior and recipient of its $2,000 scholarship through the 
Staples Tuition Grants Program, at its annual meeting held on June 3.  The League’s 
year-long fundraising activities help to fund this award which is targeted to a young 
woman who has shown civic responsibility or plans to major in political science, 
social studies or history in college.  
 

The Staples Tuition Grants program selected Emma-Jean as this year’s recipient and 
presented the grant to her at a reception held on June 4. Emma-Jean will be attending 
Emerson College in the fall and will be majoring in Filmmaking with a minor in 
Political Communications.  At Staples, she has been a four-year Players Lighting 
Crew member and has also been involved with WWPT-Wrecker Radio, the high 
school’s radio station.  Her numerous awards, recognizing her filmmaking abilities, 
have included the PTA Reflections Program, the Connecticut Scholastic Award for 
Visual Arts and a number of Certificates of Excellence in Narrative Film.   

 

Last summer, she completed an internship at Go Film in New York City.  Emma-Jean participated in the Staples High Senior 
Internship Program, where she worked at Bedford Middle School, helping students create their morning TV show – BAM. An 
enthusiastic member of the Young Democrats Club while at Staples and politically active in the 2008 presidential campaign, Emma-
Jean hopes to blend her Filmmaking and Political Communications studies to ultimately create influential films that raise awareness 
on issues of import.   
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All meetings are at 1:30PM unless otherwise noted. The group is 
open to all League members.  Please join us!  RSVP to hostess.  If 
you have questions contact Helene Crawford, 227-2572  
 
 

July 27 - Midnight’s Children by Salman Rushdie.  Described as “a 
masterpiece, brilliantly written, wildly unpredictable, hilarious and 
heartbreaking in equal measure.  At Deborah Green’s house, 17 
Cockenoe Drive.    
 

August 24 - Gilead by Marilynne Robinson.   
The author’s long-awaited second book, which 
made it on to  President’s Obama’s reading list. 
At Ellen McBride’s house,  645 Springer Road, 
Fairfield. 

 
 
 
 

David Bloom 
21 Maple Avenue North 
259-0071 
 
 

John Creatura 
45 Owenoke 
227-0127 
 
 

John Clerkin 
64 Cross Highway 
226-4471 
 
 

Sal Porio 
16 Salem Lane 
226-4194 
 

 

Emma-Jean Weinstein and Pippa Bell Ader 
  
Photo courtesy of Phyllis Groner 
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There will be a meeting at Nancy Bloom's home at 21 Maple 
Avenue North on Tuesday, July 28th from 10:00 a.m. to noon 
to discuss the 2009 Voters' Guide and to begin writing questions 
for the candidates.  Please let Nancy know by July 15th if you 
plan to attend because she will be sending some mailings to 
participants beforehand.  Please remember that if you will be a 
candidate for public office this year (including the RTM) or 
currently serve on the Westport Democratic Town Committee or 
the Westport Republican Town Committee, it would be 
inappropriate for you to help in preparation of the 
Voters' Guide.  Nancy Bloom, 259-0071 or 
nancyerb@aol.com. 
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Important  Summertime  Meetings -  Mark Your Calendar 

Welcome to our newest League members: 



Westport Voter 
P.O. Box 285 

Westport, CT 

JOIN THE LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS  
 

Name ____________________________________________ 

Address __________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________ 

Phone ____________________________________________ 

Email ____________________________________________ 

 

Individual Dues: $50   Household (limited to 2): $7 5 

Membership year: July 1 through June 30 

Send check made payable to: 

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF WESTPORT 
P.O. Box 285 
Westport, CT 06881- 0285 
 

Contributions to LWV Education Fund are tax 
deductible; LWV dues are not. 
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July 16 Observer Corps/Action Committee - 9:00 AM. 

At Westport Firehouse, 515 Post Road East . Please 
Note this New Location for the next 6 months. 

 22  Local Election-Day of Festivities - 10:30 AM.  At 
Lisa Shufro’s house, 15 Pequot Trail 

 27 Book Group - 1:30PM.  At Deborah Green’s house, 
17 Cockenoe Drive 

 28 2009 Voter’s Guide - 10:00 AM.  At Nancy Bloom’s 
house, 21 Maple Avenue North 

Aug    24 Book Group - 1:30PM.  At Ellen McBride’s house, 
645 Springer Road, Fairfield 

Oct 4  LWV Fall Brunch - SAVE THE DATE 
Place: TBA 

   

    

   

    17 Observer Corps/Action Committee - 9:00 AM. 
At Westport Firehouse, 515 Post Road East  - Note 
New Location. 

   

Sept      2 Board Meeting - 9:00 AM. 
At Becky Ruthven’s house, 3 Pan Handle Lane 

NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION 
U.S. POSTAGE PAID 

PERMIT 110 
WESTPORT, CT 06881 

All League meetings are open to all members. 
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