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Westport Voter 

The League of Women Voters is a nonpartisan, community-based political organization that encourages the 
informed and active participation in government and influences public policy through education and advo-
cacy. It was founded in 1920 as an outgrowth of the 72 year struggle to win voting rights for women. 

CELEBRATING      YEARS IN WESTPORT 
 

  Think Spring, Think Tag Sale 
  Donations•Donations•Donations   
  Our Biggest Fundraiser of the Year! 

 
   Save the Dates 
   May 14th and 15th 
   Location : TBA 
 Please store your donations until the week of May 10th. 
 DO NOT BRING TO WINNIE”S GARAGE 

 
 NO: Children’s Toys or Furniture   YES: Collectibles  
 Bean Bag Chairs         Children’s Books 
 Halogen Floor Lamps        Children’s Clothing (Clean)  
 Dehumidifiers         Small Furniture Items 
 Window Blinds         Cookbooks 
 Old Appliances         Gardening Books 

 
We need Volunteers! Mark your calendars and set some time aside for this re-
warding and successful fundraiser!  Please Contact Karen Curtis for information 
259-1880.  

 

SAVE THE DATE 
 

It’s time for the LWV Annual Meeting 
 

 Date: June 9th, 2010 
 Time: 8:00 a.m.-10:00 a.m. 
 Place: Christ and Holy Trinity  
  45 Church Lane 
 R.S.V.P.: Pat Porio 226-4194 
 

 
 
 
 
 
And don’t forget the plant sale!  Our annual 
sale of perennials, trees and shrubs has 
become an important part of the tag sale and 
a significant money-maker.  Please pot up 
any divisions or volunteers you can spare.  
Do you need pots?  Give me a call, I’ve got 
plenty.  Do you want to pot things up early 
and then not worry about watering them?  
Bring them on over to my house and I’ll 
happily plant-sit them until the sale and 
transfer them to the sale site.  Any 
questions?  Please get in touch with me.  
Lisa Shufro, 221-1350. 

IMPORTANT LOCAL PROGRAM 
PLANNING MEETING 

 
 
 
 
On April 12th, join us at 1:30 p.m. at 8 Tiffany 
Lane, home of Claudia Saunders,  to prepare for 
next year. We will discuss the "Action" end of local 
program and explore issues such as openness, trans-
parency, and collaboration in local government.  Some 
local program ideas are to encourage development of 
ethics standards on the town level and to continue our 
exploration of the town budget process.  We hope that 
you will join us to discuss this and other ideas for next 
year. 
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April 2010 
 
Greetings to All, 
 

 Sometimes in our use of League Vernacular, we 
forget that new members-or even members who have not been active recently-may not 
understand exactly what the terms mean.  For example, “Program” is the basis for 
much of what the League does in terms of education and action.  It includes: 

• Issues for study, which may lead to a new or revised LWV position on an 
issue. 

• Issues that are advocacy priorities for the League. 
• Issues about which we educate our members and the community, even if 

there is no specific LWV position at stake—probably the largest category 
of what we do. 

The Westport League’s Program is broad based.  Over the 2009-2010 year, we have  
mounted such programs as the major educational effort of Westport: My Town, My 
Vote, discussion sessions on topics as varied as health care access and affordability, 
and the evolution of Westport zoning. 
 Where does Program come from in any given year? “Most program ideas 
should originate from members.”  (LWVUS, President’s Packet)  But input from 
community leaders and residents, as well as state and national League priorities, 
should be reflected in the program agenda.  Our Local Program Planning meeting is 
an important step in this process of determining what will be of interest and impact 
within the community. 
 So, take a look at the LWVW Principles and Positions 
(www.lwvwestportct.org) and come to the meeting on April 12th, prepared not only to 
identify items for next year but also to help prioritize our focus for effectiveness, by 
asking questions such as: 

• What local issues falling within our basic Principles and Positions are 
crucial for League action now?  Is there member interest?  Is 
government action needed?  Will League involvement have an impact? 

• What local and regional issues should we be exploring, through 
research, interview, or community discussion in order to engage more 
members of the community? 

And then for the funds needed to carry out our Program, think Tag Sale—donations, 
volunteering, baking! 
       Alison and Doris 

 
 
 

 
Returning Member: 
Ann Lakhdhir 
10 Bolton Lane 
Westport, CT  06880 
203 226-5924 
 
Corrections to our  
 members: 
Elaine Arnow 
(203) 247-2617   
 
 
 
 

Book Group News 
 

All meetings are at 1:30 p.m. unless otherwise 
noted. The group is open to all League members.  
Please join us! 
 
April 26th - The Coffee Trader by David Liss. At 
Rene Corcoran’s House, 73 Turkey Hill South. 
“set in the confined world of 17th century Am-
sterdam’s immigrant jewish community” 
 
May 24th - King Leopold’s Ghost by Adam 
Hochschild.  At the home of Dolores Paoli, 37 
Clapboard Hill 

In Honor of Pat Coplen 
Please join us in memorializing a bench 
in honor of Pat and her great service to 
the town.  Tax-deductible contributions should be 
made payable to Westport Remembrance Park, 
Inc. Please contact Ann Gill at (203) 259-7075 for 
further details. 

Join the Ridgefield League 
The Ridgefield League of Women Voters invites 
you to an economic update “Financial Regula-
tion: Too Big to Fail—Too Big to Succeed: 
What Went Wrong and How Do We Prevent a 
Re-Play,” presented by noted economist Nick 
Perna.  All are welcome on Tuesday, April 13 
(7PM social, 7:30PM speaker) at Veterans Park 
Elementary School, 8 Governor Street, Ridgefield.  
For additional info, call Christine at (203) 431-
0147.    




